An Overview of Lady Aliena Goodeve’s re-creation and research of
the Horse Trappings Pattern found in Juan de Alcega’s 1589
Tailor’s Pattern Book.

The following is maraphrased from Lady Aliena’s A+S fair documentation and
notes:

In the Libro de Geometrica, Paratica, v Traca by Juan de Alcega, first printed
in 1339, two similar patterns are given for trappers; ‘silk saddle trappings
for jousting’ and ‘siik saddle trappings for royal jousts’. The difference is
mainly in the lengths, the first being shorter than the second. The formal
equestrian portrait of Emperor Charles V, painted by Titian in 1548, is an
excellent example of a horse in ‘Royal Barding’. ‘Royal Barding’, in three
distinct styles, is again seen in the ‘Review of the Troops at Barcelona’ circa.
1546-54. ‘The Review’ is the second tapestry in the Conqguest of Tunis Series
commissioned by Maria of Hungary. A wonderful version of informal
barding is seen in the 1525 cartoon of the Capture of Francois I at the Battle
of Pavia. Even though this shows an altered breast piece with bells, it is
clearly the same design as the Alcega trappings for jousting.

The pattern in the Tailor’s Book consists of four sections; The neck
piece, the breast piece, the back piece and a piece that is simply called the
skirt. The skirt originally seemed to be an odd type of saddle cloth or blan-
ket, but after a closer look at “The Review” tapestry it appears that ‘the skirt’
may be a decorative adornment for the rider to match the barding. When a
muslin of the Alcega pattern was made, it was found that the horse for which
it was intended was considerably larger than the pattern measurements
called for, The pattern was expanded appropriately.

The Alcega Pattern and Ell Conversion Table will follow, Because the photo-
copies of the period illustrations of this type of barding did not reproduce
well, I have included a sketch of approximately what this type of caparison
will look like as well. If you have any questions or wish to discuss this type
of Caparison further with Lady Aliena Goodeve, she can be contacted at: Tina
Becker 1337 Devonport Dr. #9 Lexington, KY 40504
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